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How to Use Public Arguments to
ii "" Participate in the Debate about

Same-sex Marriage?

The demand for same-sex marriage has
created immense impact on the Australi-
an society and has led to a heated de-
bate. How should Christians take part in
this sometimes acrimonious debate? On
one hand, Christians and the churches
are an integral part of the pluralistic soci-
ety. So we also have the right to speak
from the faith perspective. On the other
hand, just quoting Bible will not be very
effective in a highly secularized society. |
suggest Christians should also make use
of the knowledge given to us by God and
appeal to all kinds of “wisdom” to de-
fend the truth. In this process, the wise
use of public arguments is very im-
portant. As a matter of fact, many argu-
ments for same-sex marriage can be re-
futed by public arguments.

For example, supporters of same-sex
marriage often call it “marriage equali-
ty”. This kind of rhetoric has helped the
gay lobby greatly. However, what is real-
ly meant by “equality”? Does it mean
that we should treat everyone identically
in all matters? No, because giving the
same grade to all students in an exami-
nation regardless of their performance is
far from fair; in fact it is unfair to those
who have worked hard. In short, equals
must be treated equally, and unequals
must be treated unequally—this is real
equality & justice.

The society encourages some specific
form of marriage, but does not institu-
tionalize other forms (e.g., three-person
marriage, polyamory). Why? To protect
the long-term development of the socie-
ty. Some people say that since hetero-
sexuals can marry but gay people can-
not, this differential treatment itself
proves that our existing system is unfair.
This argument reflects a superficial un-
derstanding of equality. We also need to
consider: what is the purpose of the in-
stitution of marriage? Among a dozen
possible marital forms, what kind of cri-
teria should be used to institutionalize
some forms but not others? To equate
same-sex marriage with marriage equali-
ty, the supporters need to prove that
heterosexual union is indeed equal to
homosexual wunion in all respects
(including their contribution to the com-
mon good). This has not been done. The
gay lobby sometimes say that same-sex
marriage is the consensus of internation-
al human rights standard. This is again
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incorrect. Article 23 of International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
says: “1. The family is the natural and
fundamental group unit of society and
is entitled to protection by society and
the State. 2. The right of men and wom-
en of marriageable age to marry and to
found a family shall be recognized.” This
does not mention same-sex marriage;
the kind of marriage referred to here is
the marriage between “men and wom-
en.”

Some time ago, a lesbhian couple in
New Zealand appealed to the United
Nations’ Human Rights Commission as
the New Zealand government disap-
proved same-sex marriage back then.
According to the interpretation by the
UN Human Rights Commission in 2002,
the right to marry means “only the un-
ion between a man and a woman wish-
ing to marry each other.” (Joslin v. New
Zealand, Communication No 902/1999)
Moreover, in three recent verdicts of
the European Court of Human Rights, it
is stated clearly that the European Con-
vention of Human Rights does not re-
quire the legislation of same-sex mar-
riage: in 2010, Schalk and Kopf vs. Aus-
tria, no. 30141/04; in 2012, the case of
a French lesbian couple (Valérie Gas &
Nathalie Dubois) applying for adoption;
in 2014, Hamalainen v. Finland, Applica-
tion no. 37359/009.

Other people say, since same-sex mar-
riage is a human right, we need not
consider social consensus. We cannot
let the majority decide on a minority’s
human right. Of course, we cannot de-
cide the issue purely on the basis of the
majority’s consensus. However, it does
not mean that the claims of the minori-
ty groups should have the privilege to
decide the long-term development of
the society. Indeed human rights are
used to protect the minority groups.
But it does not follow that the claims to
human rights by the minority groups
are necessarily justified. For example,
the people who demand the right to
marry their father, mother, brothers
and sisters may be a very tiny group.
Does it follow that they have a stronger
claim to human right? No. No matter it
is a majority or minority, the key ques-
tion is what are the correct criteria to
determine which is a human right, and
which is not.

Prof. Kai-Man Kwan

Article 29 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights says:

(1) Everyone has duties to the communi-
ty in which alone the free and full devel-
opment of his personality is possible.

(2) In the exercise of his rights and free-
doms, everyone shall be subject only to
such limitations as are determined by
law solely for the purpose of securing
due recognition and respect for the
rights and freedoms of others and of
meeting the just requirements of morali-
ty, public order and the general welfare
in a democratic society.

Obviously, when we consider human
rights, we cannot dismiss entirely the
importance of “morality, public order
and the general welfare,” and these are
exactly the considerations appealed to
by the majority. How can we say that the
majority idea is entirely irrelevant then?

Of course these issues are complicated,
and here | can only provide preliminary
discussions. In a series of lecture, | will
explain in more details how we can use
public arguments to respond to the chal-
lenge of same-sex marriage.

Prof. Kai-Man Kwan

B.Sc. (Electrical Engineering), University of

Hong Kong

M. Phil. in Philosophical Theology, Oxford
University

D. Phil. (Oxon) - Philosophy of Religion, Ox-

ford University
Head of the Department of Religion and Phi-
losophy, Hong Kong Baptist University
Founding member and board member of the
Society for Truth and Light, Hong Kong
Founder and chairman of the Hong Kong Sex
Culture Society

Prof. Kwan, as invited by CTCA, is coming to
Sydney in late July to deliver a theological
lecture on the topic of same-sex marriage.
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2016 Cantonese Theological Lecture

“Is Same-sex Marriage a Human Right?
Theological and Rational Judgements”
Speaker: Prof. Kai-Man Kwan

Date:  Saturday, 30 July 2016
Time: 2pm-9pm

Venue:

Fee:

Christ College, 1 Clarence Street, Burwood NSW 2134
$80 each (Discounted to $70 each if registered before June 30 or for

group booking of 5 persons or more)

In addition, Prof. Kwan will address on the topics of viewing same-sex marriage

from the perspective of the Bible and Christian belief at 2 public meetings to be
held on Friday July 29 and Sunday July 31 respectively from 7:30pm at Burwood

Presbyterian Church, 46-48 Belmore Street, Burwood NSW 2134. Admission by tick-

ets only. Donation of $5 per ticket recommended.

Please visit our website www.ctca.org.au for details.

Latest News

e The Academic Dean will complete his
study leave by the end of June and
resume duty on July 1.

e CTCA Students Association was
founded on May 9 with the approval
of its Constitution and the election of
its first Committee (Thomas Yick as
Chairperson, Charlotte Chen as Depu-
ty Chairperson, Lane Sun as Secre-
tary, Pi-Ni Cheng as Treasurer and
King Li as General Affairs). Also, the
Principal has accepted its invitation
to become its honorary advisor.

e CTCA library is seeking a part-time
Librarian or Library Technician. Appli-
cant must possess relevant qualifica-
tion and experience. Please visit our
website for details.

e The Principal and 9 students will go
to Darwin for our College Mission
trip during 13/9 to 18/9. They will
visit Darwin Chinese Christian Church
and co-organise a mid-autumn out-
reach.

Application for the Aus-
tralian College of Theol-
ogy undergraduate and
postgraduate programs
now opens. For course information, ad-
mission requirements and procedures,
please visit our website.

Open for

Application

@ > Please
e Support

~a W 3
e CTCA

For donation, please draw cheque in fa-
vour of Chinese Theological College Aus-
tralia and send it to P.O. Box 1340, Bur-
wood NSW 1805, together with your per-
sonal details (name, postal address, phone
no. & email address) and purpose of dona-
tion*. Official receipt will be issued accord-
ingly.

Or you may deposit into our Westpac Bank
Account No. 032080-290867. Please send
the deposit slip, together with your per-
sonal details and purpose of donation* to
CTCA by post or via email. Official receipt
will be issued accordingly.

*general fund, scholarship, library fund or
school building fund [Donations to the
latter 2 funds are tax deductible.]

CTCA Associate Licentiate &
Certificate Courses 2016 Term 2

Students of the subjects below sit in the
same class as degree students. Appli-
cants need to be computer literate. All
classes are held at Christ College (1
Clarence Street, Burwood) and taught
in Mandarin.

“Old Testament Prophets and
Writings”

Rev. Raymond Chan
18/7-5/9 & 10/10 - 31/10
every Monday 6pm - 9pm

(total 12 lessons)

“Christian Spirituality”
Rev. Raymond Chan
19/7 - 6/9 & 11/10 - 1/11
every Tuesday 2pm - 5pm
(total 12 lessons)

“Jesus and the Gospel”
Rev. Ming Leung
19/7-6/9 & 11/10-1/11
every Tuesday 6pm - 9pm
(total 12 lessons)

“Jeremiah”

Rev. Raymond Chan
21/7-8/9, & 13/10- 3/11
every Thursday 8:45am - 12pm
(total 12 lessons)

[This subject opens for audit only.]

For details and enrolment form
please visit our website www.ctca.org.au.

Publisher :

Chinese Theological College Australia (CTCA) E-2

Student’s Testimony
Judy Xu

About 6 years ago, God led me to St
Matthew's Anglican Manly. It was at
that church where | heard of God for
the first time. Truth stirred deeply in my
heart. | felt so touched and drawn to the
church that | started to worship at St
Matthew's Anglican Manly. | also be-
came involved in many church activities
and served in the welcome team.

To people, it seems that encountering
with God happens by chance; yet to
God, it happens by His plan and is inevi-
table. For God has extended an invita-
tion to everyone and in His divinely ap-
pointed time, | was found by God.

During the last few years, God had
taught me through His words, revealed
Himself to me through the life of Jesus
Christ, sheltered and led me through His
church. | was able to grow spiritually
and receive protection by word and
deed. Hence, my life was changed from
having no religion to having Jesus Christ
and became a Christian life of trust and
commitment. | longed to understand
God’s word, to lay a solid foundation of
my life and to walk the way God has
designed for me. | also longed to be-
come a suitable vessel of God.

Last September | attended a theologi-
cal lecture hosted by CTCA with Rev Tal-
lis Tien as the speaker. That lecture in-
spired me in many ways. Whilst | started
to have a glimpse of the vastness of the-
ology, | also became aware of my own
lack of theological knowledge. Soon
after, during the Open Night of CTCA, |
heard of the Principal, Rev Dennis Law,
sharing the vision and goal of CTCA that
CTCA was founded to prepare suitable
servants for God and God’s people. This
suddenly evoked a sense of mission in
my heart. | asked God for His Will by
prayers, confirmation and preparation.
By God'’s grace, | was finally clear that |
would study in CTCA to be equipped
systematically in theology and biblical
knowledge for God’s use in the future.

Now, as a believer and a theological
student, my prayer is that by God’s
guidance, | may receive full knowledge
and truth of God and live godly. | also
pray that God will prepare my heart to
respond to His calling in faith, give me
strength for future responsibilities and
let me partake in Christian ministry to
bless the others and glorify Him.




